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Mrs. Naidu is, I believe, acknowledged to be the
most accomplished living poet of India—at least of
thosc who write in English, since what lyric wonders
the native languages of that country may be producing
I am not competent tosay. But I do not think that
any onc questions the supreme place she holds among
those Indians who choose to write in our tongue.
Indced, I am not disinclined thbelievc that she 15 the
most brilliant, the most original, as well as thc most
correct, of all the natives of Hindusthan who have
written in English.

EDMUND GOSSE.
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A GREETING TO SARO]JINIL

The following greeting to Sarojini, the Indian
poetess, is from an English writer in  The Iadiaa
Magazine and Review :—
Sarojini, sister, the breezes that bear
The sound of thy feet through the Orient air,
With tinkling of bells to the land of the West,
Where thy brothers, the poets, so long have their rest,
Shall waft back their brotherly greeting to thee,
QOur newly-found sister, Sarojini.
Nor alone to thy home shall the welcoming sound
Reach Ind’s hills and its valleys around,—
AWhere the Pleiads shine brightly, the summit of fame,
They shall raise to the stars thy melodious name,
Sarojini, Sarojini,
Qur newly-found sister, Sarojini.

July, 1904. A. ROGERS.
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PREFACE.

Mrs. Sarojini Naidu hardly needs any
introduction to the reading public. Her
three volumes of Poems have been receiv-
ed, as Mr. Edmund Gosse says, “ in Europe
with approval, and in India with accla-
mation.”

This, however, is the first attempt to
present a collection of Mrs. Naidu's
Speeches and Writings. They deal with a
variety of subjects such as True Brother-
hood ; Personal Element in Spiritual Life;
Education of Indian Women; Indian
Women’s Renaissance; Women in Nation-
al Life; Hindu-Muslim Unity ; Ideals of a
Teacher’s Life; Ideal of Civic Life; Co-
operation among Communities; and Self-
Government for India. There are also
numerous other addresses covering a wide
range of topics intimately connected with
India’s advancement.

To make the collection up-to-date, her
recent Madras Speeches and her addresses
at the Calcutta Congress and the Moslem
League are also included.

THE PUBLISHERS.
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NILAMBUJA. 3

An exquisite picture! A group of girls of
her own age were lounging above the
chamber like enormous birds or blossoms,
in floating raiment of gold and scarlet and
green. One, with daintily-jewelled fingers,
was embroidering with filmy threads, some
fabric-like auroral mist; another lay back
among her pillows, in an attitude of seduc-
tive indolence, crushing an aromatic spice
between her teeth, one foot audaciously
crossed above her knee ; a third leaned uo
against a pillar carved with antique legends,
singing to herself vague snatches of a love-
song. In a moment all three suspended
their various idleness to welcome the in-
truder who loitered among one srcond to
play with the pigeons that hovered about
the ceiling. ‘
Then she passed up a steep corridor
that led her to her own chamber, followed
by a murmur of love mingled with a sense
of regret, of incomprehension. She was so
inexplicably removed and separate from
their brilliant, flower- like life that asked
for nothing more than the ephemeral dew
and the amber sunshine, that was so
naively content, so frankly enchanted with
its own frail purposeless existence. * *
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2 SAROJINI'S SPEECHES AND WRITINGS.

and wreathed with sprays of newly-opened
passion-flowers. The dusky fire of ameth-
vsts about her throat and arms, the sombre
flame of her purpled draperies embroidered
in threads of many-coloured silk and silver,
brought out in their perfection, the golden
tones, so luminously pale, of her warm,
brown flesh. A clinging vapour of dreams
hung about her like a veil, investing her
with a glamour, as of something remote
and mystic, and touched with immemorial
passion.
% 3 B h i

Slowly the versatile splendour of the
sunset melted into one fleeting moment of
twilight that spread itself like a caress
over the hills and valleys of acacia and
ripening corn. Slowly she left the shore
and threaded her way through a garden —
herself, a shadowy fantasy among its wind-
ing shadows-—and entered a courtyard of
oleanders and pomegranate trees. On the
steps of a long pillared hall dimly lighted
by burning wicks steeped in copper vessels
of sandal-oil, she paused, arrested by the
vivid charm of the picture bhefore her, and
a, smile of pure sensuous pleasure pierced
through the rapt spirituality of her face.
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SAROJINI NAIDU’S

SPEECHES AND WRITINGS

—— A S

NILAMBUJA.
THE FANTASY OF A POET'S MOOD.

The following contribution appeared in
the*Indian Ladies’ Magazine’ for Dec. 1902:

A woman was walking alone on the
shores of a lake that shone like a great fire-
opal in its ring of onyx-coloured hills; and
her movements were full of a slumberous
rhythm, as if they had caught the very
cadence of the waters.

A strangely attractive figure, delicate
as the stem of a lotus, with an indescrib-
able languor pervading like a dim fragrance,
the grace of her flower-like youth. Two
unfathomably beautiful eyes flashed from
the sensitive oval of a face, not in itself of
an extraordinary beauty, but singularly
expressive, a subtle revelation, as it were,
of the lyric sonl within. The heavy hair
enfolding in its coils a faint odour of in-
cense-fumes was wound about her head,
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They (her pocms) treat in a dclicatcly evasive
way, of a rare temperament, thc temperament of a
woman of the East, finding expression through a
Western language and under !partly Western influ-
ences. They do not express the whole of that tempera-
ment : but they cxpress, I think, its essence: and there
is an Eastern magic in them.

ARTHUR SYMONS.
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SPEECHES AND WRITINGS
OF

SAROJINI NAIDU

PRICE RE. ONE.
G. A, NATESAN & CO.
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MRS. SAROJINI NAIDLU,
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