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Vi PREFACE

works on Indian Philosophy are disquisitions on chronology
rather than philosophy.

As the author’s method has- been the occasion for
some comments, the following explanations may be of
some help to the reader. What he has attempted in this
work is an amalytical exposition of Hindu Ethics as
distinguished from the historical. The History of Indian
Philosophy, in the author’s opinion, is as much an
interpretation of significance as an enquiry into sequence.
It therefore supposes two different kinds of enquiry—
(1) a chronological enquiry into time-order, and (2) an
analytical enquiry into meaning and value. The author’s
aim throughout has been to concentrate on the analytical
and philosophical question proper. He has avoided
chronology as a rule not only because he does not feel
competent to tackle the chronological issues but also
because he does not believe chronology to be of much
use in a philosophical valuation of ideas. The necessity
of accurate chronology for the History of Indian
Philosophy need not be denied, but it is possible also to
exaggerate its value and to glorify mere chronology into
the History of Indian Philosophy. This seems at least
to be a tendency of recent times, it being almost a fashion
now-a-days with certain Indologists to make everything
of the question of dates and to condemn even philosophy
because it is not chronological. Dates have no doubt
their use and value, but a mere assortment of dates
of philosophical works, philosophers and schools of
philosophy is no more the History of Indian Philosophy
than a similar arrangement of names and dates the
History of European Philosophy. An interpretation of
the content is as much necessary for the genetic study
of thought as it is for the genetic study of plant or
animal life. To study the development of thought one
_ has to depend on the analytical knowledge of thought-tynes
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quite as much as to study the evolution of plant and
animal life one has need of accurate special knowledge
of plant and animal types. It need not .be denied
that genetic studies have considerably modified our old
ideas of forms as fixed types and of the species as eternal
and immutable. It may even be conceded that they will
succeed at last in reducing nature’s variety to complete
unity and " in deriving its manifold forms from the
variation and modification of a few elementary types.
But this is hardly a good argument against the validity
and the value of analytical studies. To prove the conti-
nuity of divergent forms is not to eliminate differences,
but merely to show how types, apparently unlike, may
yet have a common origin. Continuity is not identity,
nor does the mere fact of sameness of origin annul
essential specific differences. Analytical studies have thus
their use and value despite all that genetic studies may
hereafter establish or evolutionists claim for themselves.
And even if science succeed at last in resolving
being into pure becoming and land us on a fluid,
mobile world of pure flux (as Bergson hopes), it will not
have dispensed with the need of analysis for all our
practical purposes.

Exception has also been taken to the author’s
method on the ground- that he has indulged in.
comparisons with European and Modern Thought while
explaining concepts and ideas which are peculiar to the
Hindus. The author’s reply is that these comparisons
are an essential part of the enquiry he has undertaken
and could not be avoided without prejudice to his work
of analysis and interpretation. To explain the Hindu
view-points to modern man he must needs use the
language of modern man without which he cannot possibly
make himself infelligible. The author cannot conceive
of any really useful enquiry into meaning and
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The present work embodies the results of several
years of close study of Hindu Philosophy and particularly
of that part of Hindu Philosophy which deals with Hindu
ethical and spiritual life and its underlying principles.
The work was undertaken in 19156 at the suggestion of
Dr. Brajendra Nath Seal, then George V Professor of
Philosophy of Calcutta University. It was also under
Dr. Seal’s close personal supervision and guidance that
the research was carried on. Two chapters of the work
were submitted for the Premchand Roychand studentship
of Calcutta University as a first instalment. The award
of the studentship for 1916 necessitated the continuation
of the work on the lines originally proposed till 1920.
The author has since altered his previous presentation,
rewriting and elaborating some of the chapters and
adding two new ones. He has also departed from the
original plan rearranging the chapters in three parts in
accordance with the main divisions of Hindu spiritual
life. For the same reason he has added the chapter on
““ Moksha and Mokshasadhana” as constituting the
culmination of Objective and Subjective Hindu Ethics
and forming an integral part of the Hindu ethico-spiritual
scheme.

As will appear from the presentation, the author
has had to rely almost wholly on the original sources.
Though many works on Indian and Hindu Philosophy
have appeared since the author’s particular undertaking,
yot he has not been able to utilise any for his own
special purpose. The author has tried to give a
philosophical exposition of Hindu ethical ideas, while most
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